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Issue
The Marine Corps Support Facility on Blount Island provides command and 
support for expeditionary forces. Strategically headquartered in Florida, 
the location brings both infrastructure challenges and prolonged exposure 
to humidity, wind, salt spray and occasional hurricanes. Previous solar 
lighting options lasted less than three years.

Decision
Like other government entities, Blount Island is budget-conscious and has 
renewable energy goals. Solar lighting was selected to avoid the significant 
costs of installing infrastructure. However, the initial lighting choice was 
not designed to withstand challenging conditions. Inevitable damage 
compounded by a limited warranty meant finding a new product. 

The facility management team first learned of the Design Series at a trade 
show where the Department of Defense shared various products being 
used at other military bases. After additional research and a referral, 
the Design Series was selected. Durability, performance, design and 
an extensive warranty were key considerations, given their previous 
experience. 

Results
Design Series Solar Lighting Systems replaced the damaged, ineffective 
lighting in the parking lot. Each has since endured multiple hurricanes and 
inclement weather without limitations. Today, SolarOne is the only solar 
lighting option used by the facilities team at Blount Island, who install and 
maintain new poles without external support. Additional projects along roadways and at facility entrances have 
since been completed.

Marine Corps: Blount Island

•	 No infrastructure investment 
•	 Self-contained design minimizes 
•	 maintenance, maximizes durability
•	 Industry-leading, 10-year warranty 

and long-lasting LFP batteries 
•	 Best-in-class aesthetics  
•	 Minimal installation time and costs
•	 Proven performance in the harshest 

environments

Deciding Factors

Design Series solar lighting is sleek, self-contained, easy to install and easy to maintain - just simple.

 -Allen Honey, Resource Efficiency Manager, Sain Engineering Associates

What: Military base parking lot lighting 
project 
Where: Jacksonville, Florida 
When: 2013 
Project scope:    
•	 15 poles initially 
•	 Multiple projects followed, totaling 68 

poles installed 
Additional projects: 
•	 Roadways 
•	 Rear and front entrances 
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